1 mon form for recording surgical operations so that a ready comparison could be made as to the percentage of good results in each hospital. She was disappointed that the College of Surgeons did not recommend its general adoption. It is surprising that she did not see why.
This work was begun by the late Mr W J Bishop, a sufficient recommendation of its accuracy, and it has been completed along the same adequate plan by Miss Sue Goldie. The work will be a necessary acquisition for every good reference library. Advances in Cancer Research, Vol. 6 edited by Alexander Haddow and Sidney Weinhouse pp ix +524 illustrated 93s New York &London: Academic Press 1961 The volume under review comprises chapters on Blood Enzymes in Cancer and Other Diseases, the Plant Tumour Problem, Cancer Chemotherapy by Perfusion, Viral Etiology of Mouse Leukxemia, Radiation Chimeras, AFtiology and Pathogenesis of Mouse Leukemia, Antagonists of Purine and Pyrimidine Metabolites and of Folic Acid, and Behaviour of Liver Enzymes in Hepatocarcinogenesis, written by eminent and internationally known authorities.
It is difficult for one person to review this book for the subjects involve many distinct approaches to the basic problem and only one chapter is clinical. Two other chapters are of interest to the clinician, but the remaining five are principally for experimental workers. This exemplifies the only important criticism, that it is unlikely that many readers will be sufficiently knowledgeable to appreciate the technical complexities of all the chapters. Nevertheless, the clarity of presentation is such that the reviewer, whose approach is clinical, gained greatly in understanding of subjects outside his usual scope. Particularly clear were the chapters on blood enzymes by Oscar Bodansky and the viral origin of mouse leuk2mia by Ludwik Gross. There is, however, considerable overlap between the chapters by Gross and No attempt has been made to make the letterpress useful to those not conversant with German. General discussion has been kept to a minimum, and no references to the literature are given in the book apart from four in the introductory section on technique. It is not easy to understand for whom this book is intended. It is certainly not a serious contribution to the value of renal biopsy either as a clinical or a research tool. With little more than two years' experience it is not surprising that, with an occasional exception, the authors do not give the course of the illness in the patients after renal biopsy. No critical evaluation of the histological classification of renal disease is made; indeed, apart from the better histological material obtained by biopsy, there is little in the present book that might not have been written in 1914 by Volhard and Fahr in 'Die Brightsche Nierenkrankheit'.
One can only wonder what purpose can be served by grouping all patients with a nephrotic syndrome and the histological diagnosis of glomerulonephritis in the widest sense as 'chronic glomerulonephritis with nephrotic course' (chronische Glomerulonephritis mit nephrotischem Verlauf). 'Chromoproteinurie' refers to acute renal failure with tubular damage, irrespective of cause, although carbon tetrachloride poisoning is given a separate billing.
It is perhaps a dispensation that the language barrier cannot make this booklet available to the English student, so avoiding a further addition to the difficulty of nomenclature in renal disease.
Radiol6ions, Radiocancers et
Radioprotection Chimique by D J Mewissen pp 289 illustrated 460 FB Brussels: Editions Arscia 1961 Of all the problems of radiobiology, the induction of leukmemia by irradiation has the greatest immediate interest for clinical medicine. The important point is whether leuk;emogenesis is a linear or non-linear phenomenon and whether a dosage threshold of radiation exists. This monograph records extensive experimental studies of basic problems in radiobiology, started at the Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies in the U.S.A. in 1955, and continued since then at the University of Liege.
Whole-body 60Co irradiation of a strain of mice (C.57 BL) was carried out both with and without the cover of radioprotecting chemical agents. The effects were investigated particularly from the hematological point of view, and the survival data subjected to statistical analysis. In protected animals surviving irradiation, the incidence of leukemia was higher than in non-pro-tected controls, and the author concluded that tolerance towards sublethal irradiation and the susceptibility to leukemia acted as independent -factors. From the assumption that both the lethal and the leukemogenic effects of radiation are independent quantal responses, distributed in a population of hematopoietic stem cells in any -irradiated mouse, the author developed a statistical method of 'marking probit'. This suggests that successive doses are additive for the initiation of the leukiemogenic process, but not for the development of radiation leukxemia.
At the end of the French text, summaries are given in English and there is an extensive bibliography. The monograph will be of value mainly to experimental radiobiologists but also to those concerned with statistical analysis of radiation effects in man.
Taber's Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary by Clarence Wilbur Taber 9th ed pp xi+ 1328 illustrated 54s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 A comprehensive glossary combining within its covers a medical dictionary with a compendium of diseases; the more common forms of accidents with their first aid treatments; brief details of nursing procedures; names of drugs with details of dosage and uses. The appendix includes tables of arteries, veins, lists of poisons and their antidotes, as well as the usual tables of physical constants, and weights and measures. A section called 'The Interpreter' contains in five different languages 373 phrases commonly used in conducting medical interviews.
In short, this is a useful book for the home or the office. The English user should beware of American spelling and idiom.
Pathology of the Lung (Excluding Pulmonary Tuberculosis)
by H Spencer IW(Lond) PhD FRcs(Eng) C)TM&H(Eng) pp xv+850 illustrated £10 Oxford, &c.: Perganon Press 1962 This book lives up to the warm recommendation of Averill A Liebow's foreword, that it is sound and comprehensive and that meticulous scholarship and discernment have made possible the condensation of much information into comparatively little space. It is an excellently printed and illustrated textbook of the macroscopic and microscopic morbid anatomy of diseases of the lung. The 22 chapters are arranged in orthodox fashion, starting with einbryology and anatomy, going on to congenital abnormalities, various types of infection including an account of pulmonary mycotic diseases and parasitic diseases, the pneumoconioses and other occupational diseases, radiation injuries, emphysema, vascular diseases, pulmonary oedema, metabolic disorders, and diseases of uncertain origin and tumours.
The text is clear and terse, supported by nearly 2,000 references. Dr Spencer sets out the pathological findings in almost every known lung disease, apart from tuberculosis, and accentuates their mechanisms of production including experimental pathology rather than clinical, physiological and radiological correlations. There is no room for very detaied descriptions of microscopic findings and differential diagnosis; these are covered by the references. The volume and quality of information packed into 'Pathology of the Lung' must represent an enormous amount of painstaking work by the author, to whom pathologists, chest physicians and chest surgeons will be greatly indebted.
Clio Medica Series of Primers on the History of Medicine: Pathology by E B Krumbhaar MD reprint ed pp xvii +206 illustrated 18s 6d New York: Hafner 1962 This is a paper-back-reprint of a book published in 1937, with no attempt at revision. It is not an especially exciting history of pathologyless so than the even older one of Long's, and much less so than the relevant parts of Singer's various works. The thread of narrative is well enough maintained, but it is at intervals hidden behind the catalogues of names which are the bane of medical histories. Nevertheless, this publication makes Krumbhaar's work readily available and at small cost, and these are great virtues. Isolation of the history of pathology from the rest of medicine makes it possible to study the evolution of ideas and to understand better the background of logical thinking which led to practical achievements. Even if a little pedestrian, this is well worth reading, and not only by pathologists.
Cardiacs and Diabetics in Industry by Grace Wyshak SM in Hyg, Leonid S Snegireff MD DrPH and Augusta F Law MD MPH pp xvii +260 illustrated 86s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thonuas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 The authors have selected, from 18 American firms, 709 employees suffering from heart disease or diabetes and compared their absence and sickness rates with those of matched controls. Since aU persons studied were in employment, anyone severely afflicted was excluded.
The book is mainly about sufferers from heart disease, since only 8 % of the group had diabetes and it is not clear why they were included in the study. The authors conclude, not surprisingly
